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have fugitive slaves restored and should contain "a declaration that
all State laws impairing or defeating this right, are violations of the
Constitution, and are consequently null and void." sl
He put the last touches on this conciliatory document on Sunday
December 2? and then called in Trescott. He requested the Assistant
Secretary to go at once to South Carolina with a personal copy of this
message for Governor Gist, for he still had the strange delusion that its
logic might arrest Immediate secession. The Assistant Secretary agreed
to go; he probably wanted to be home to vote December 6, but he told
the President emphatically that his hope was vain. He gave Buchanan
a vivid picture of the rush of events in South Carolina, as It was re-
ported to him by correspondents, and capped the climax by reading
Governor Gist's latest letter to him, which seemed to prove conclusively
that secession was only a matter of days. The chief magistrate was dis-
mally impressed but did not abandon his plan. He especially requested
Trescott, before going, to repeat all this to Cass because the aged Secre-
tary seemed so confident that reenforccments would prevent action by
Carolinians. Buchanan hoped that Trescott could show Cass that re-
enforcements would only light the fire the sooner.32
Thus the President was experiencing the weakening effects of di-
vided counsels. He had followed his natural inclination to avoid any
definite decision or positive action. By his ingenious logic he had suc-
ceeded, so he thought, in at least passing the responsibility on to the
Congress assembling on the morrow. He was first and foremost a poli-
tician. He knew Congress would vote him no aid. War, if it came, he
believed would be a Republican war; so let the Republicans bear the
responsibility.